MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
On Climate Change

. Between
THE UNION OF NOVA SCOTIA MUNICIPALITIES
' And
THE PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA

WHEREAS: The Province is responsible for the implementation of the
Environmental Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act and the Climate
Change Action Plan; and

Service Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations (SNSMRY) is responsible
for provincial/municipal relations; and

Nova Scotia Environment (NSE) is the proviﬁcial body responsible
initiating and coordinating action on climate change;

AND WHEREAS: The Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities (UNSM) represents the
provincial interests of municipalities in Nova Scotia;

AND WHEREAS: The Parties share a common understanding that climate change is
unequivocal; that actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and build
adaptive capacity in Nova Scotia are essential; and that the Parties can
benefit from a more coordinated and collaborative approach to
addressing common climate change challenges and opportunities.

THEREFORE, the purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding [MOU)' is to outline the

terms and conditions upon which the Parties agree to work together to address the
challenges and opportunities of climate change. '

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

The following guiding principles set oﬁt in this MOU form the basis of the relationship
between UNSM and the Province with respect to climate change. The principles serve as
statements of intention between the Parties regarding climate change however this MOU is
not intended to create legal or binding obligations.

1. The basis for cooperation rests on the common understandings that:

1.1. Acting on climate change is a priority of the Parties;

1.2. Climate change is unequivocal and human activity is the primary cause;




2.

3.

1.3.

1.4,

1.5.

1.6.

1.7.

The impacts of a changing climate are already being observed in Nova Scotia;

The Parties recognize that failure to address climate change will result in significant
long-term environmental, economic and social consequences.

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions (mitigation) and enhancing the capacity of all
Parties to adapt to new climate trends (adaptation) will have economic, health and
environmental benefits for individuals, families, municipalities and the province;

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions and preparing for climate change may require
significant up-front resources from all Parties but may also generate new economic
opportunities and savings over the long-term; and

Immediate and collaborative action is needed by the Parties in order to meet
provincial and municipal climate change commitments.

The Parties acknowledge that each has an important role to play:

2.1.

2.2,

The Province will continue to implement the commitments made in the Nova Scotia
Climate Change Action Plan {2009), in the Environmental Goals and Sustainable
Prosperity Act (2007) and continue to work with the New England Governors/ Eastern
Canadian Premiers committees.

Municipalities will continue to take action on climate change impacts through direct
actions including policy development, land-use planning initiatives, emission
reductions, the development and implementation of Integrated Community
Sustainability Plans and through the mltlatwes of the UNSM Municipal Sustamablllty
Ofﬁce

The Parties share the common goals of:

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.

3.4.

3.5.

Encouraging stronger inter-governmental and inter-municipal cooperation on the
subject of climate change;

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions;
Enhancing capacity to adapt to and increase resilience to climate change impacts;

Identifying and removing legislative, regulatory, policy or other barriers to mltlgatmg
and adapting to climate change; and

Implementing programs, policies, or legislative actions, within their respective
jurisdictions, that facilitate reduced greenhouse gas emissions and enhance
adaptation capabilities and actions, where appropriate.




GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE

The Parties agree to establish a provincial-municipal coordinating committee on climate
change to oversee the establishment and implementation of goals and targets for municipal-
provincial cooperation on climate change. The coordinating committee will comprise at least
one representative from each of SNSMR, NSE, and the UNSM or as otherwise agreed to by the
Parties. This committee will be established within one (1) month of the signing of this MOU.

The coordinating body will report, at a minimum, on a yearly basis to:
» The Provincial/Municipal (UNSM) Roundtable;
« The Ministers of SNSMR and Environment; and
« The UNSM Board of Directors and its members.

COMMITMENTS

Upon signing of the MOU, the Parties, via the work of the coordinating committee, commit to
the actions outlined in Appendix A. The coordinating committee will:
» Establish an implementation plan for the commitments within 6 months of signing of
this MOU;
» Report annually on the progress made with respect to the commitments; and
=  Make any recommendations regarding changes to the commitments and the
implementation plan.

REVIEW OF THE MOU

The Parties will review the MOU within one year of its adoption and annually thereafter,
unless all Parties agree otherwise, to ensure its relevance and appropriateness, to maintain a
common understanding of its meaning, and to monitor progress towards the achievement of
the deliverables and goals and commitments set out herein.

OVERSIGHT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE MOU

Oversight with respect to this MOU rests jointly with the President of the Union of Nova
Scotia Municipalities, the Minister of Service Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations and the
Minister of Nova Scotia Environment. The lead contacts for ongoing administration and
action related to the MOU are the UNSM’s Sustainability Coordinator, the Director of Nova
Scotia Environment’s Climate Change Directorate and the Executive Director of the Municipal
Services Division, Service Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations.




COMMITMENT

The Parties are signing this Memorandum of Understanding on the 6th day of November,

2009,

SIGNED on behalf of the PROVINCE
OF NOVA SCOTIA by:

e N
sz—(?’/}f?’? g ALY

Ramona Jennex, Mﬁ ter /

Service Nova Scotiz’and Municipal

K Relations

Sterling Bellivgau, Minister
Nova Scotia Environment

SIGNED on behalf of he UNION
OF NOVA SCoTI ", " NICIAPLITIES by:

WQIMV s/resident
Union of Nova >cotia Municipalities
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